tends to focus its attention upon these. There are still many conditions in the homes of the working classes, in factories, shipyards and mines that are capable of improvement. In recent decades rapid strides have been made in reducing the mortality and morbidity rates of many diseases together with the improvement in the sanitary sciences, in factory legislation, and in housing. Concurrently with these advances there have been great improvements in education not only in relation to the school curriculum, but also in relation to the methods taken to ensure the physical and mental well-being of the developing child. It is a disturbing fact, however, that for several diseases the incidence rates have fallen rapidly for several decades in succession, but for several years recently little or no progress has been made. It is as if a residuum or hard core had been reached that cannot be eliminated by methods which have hitherto proved successful. It is the purpose of this paper to suggest that the success of any advance in social medicine is dependent on the ability of the community as a whole to appreciate the principles on which such advances are based, and to apply intelligently the methods required for their attainment. If any section of the community is unable to appreciate these principles, or to apply the methods necessary for their implementation, then progress is necessarily arrested. As an illustration one may cite the disheartening experience of medical officers of health in attempting the eradication of scabies. A school child found to have this condition can usually be cured in a few days, but when the child lives in a home that is filthy because of the mother's incapacity then the permanent eradication of the disease becomes a difficult problem. Even when medicine has discovered a specific and simply applied remedy there is much to be done before it can be used effectively in the general community. It is for this reason that the study of the mentally defective and subnormal constituent of the community may help to elucidate at least some of the factors responsible for these arrests of progress.
Many attempts have been made during the past forty years to determine the size of this group in this country, often with widely divergent results. One of the earliest was that reported by the 
